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To the Right Honourable 
Sir Humphry Edwin, Kin. 
Lord Mayor of the City of London, 


AND.THE 


Court of Aldermen. 


Right Honourable, ; 


p | ' HE Publiſhing this Diſcourſe is purely - 


an aft of Obedience to Your Order ; it 

being deſign'd to have gone no farther, 

than the Place in which it was Preach'd. f 
When You were pleas'd to come in a Body to my 
Church, upon ſo ſolemn an Occaſion, as that of 
partaking of the Holy Communion, in compliance 
With a Law which makes the doing ho a leſt, to 
all who are admitted to Publick Offices and Eme 
ployments, I thought it became me to lay bold on the. 
Opportunity, to exhort You earneſtly to promote the 
Good of that Church, whereof by this Praftice You 


own Your ſelves to be Members. | 
A What 
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What I have urg'd for or being (4s far as is 
poſſible) united, not only i Judgment and Aﬀe- 
E&tion ;_ but m Communion too, # upon ſuch 


Reaſons 4s will hold equally, Where there is an In- 


dulgence granted by Law, and Where there is 
not ; namely, The Precepts of the Holy Scriptures, 
and the Nature of the Chriſtian Body ; -by both 
Thich every Chriſtian is certainly oblig'd to promote 
the Peace and Unity of the Church'»f Chriſt, not 
. only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
_ fake; out of regard to Chriſt *and his Church, 
even where he s lyable to no Civil Mulfs or Penal» 
tits for doing otherwiſe. "8 | 

And to prevent all jealouſie, as if 1 had the 
leaſt Intention bereby to expreſs my diſlike of In. 
dulgence towards tender Conſciences, 1 take this 
Occaſion to declare, That 1 heartily approve it, as 
being thorowly perſwaded, that for -one Chriſtian to 
ptr ſecute another, who. Conſcientiouſly differs from 
' bim, metrly. for bis ſo doing, is a groſs violation, 
not only of the Law of Chriſtianity, but even of 
Nature  /elf. 


Nay farther, T believe it the Duty of Church- - 


| Governours to inſiſt upon no narrower Terms of 
Communion, than ſuch as, to the beſt of their Judg- 
ments, regulated by Scripture, have a plain and 

evident 
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evident tendency to maintain Truth, promote Piety 
and Vertue, and preſerve good Order in the Churches 
under their Care. Which I mention with the greater 
freedom , becauſe . I am well. jatisfied that this 
was the Principle upon which thoſe who ſettled the 
Reformation amongſt us, in the Reign of King 
Edward and Queen Elizabeth, ated ; and be- 
cauſe 1 doubt not but that it us the. Principle alſo of 
our preſent Gavernaurs both in Church and State. 
But after this, the Duty of every private Chri» 
ſtian is as plain Forty, to comply with the Terms 
eſtabliſh'd, as fat as he Lawfully may, valuing 
the Peace of the Church much beyond the gratifica- 


tion of himſelf, and being ready to do every thing 


for the maintaining its Unity, which he thinks Law- 
ul to be done upon any other account whatſoever. 
How the Chriſtians of this Nation came to divide 
themſelves into ſo many diſtin> and ſeparate Com- 
munions, 1 will not now inquire : but till we can 
attain to this Diſpoſition, 1 can foreſee nothing elſe, 
but that our Diviſions muſt be propagated without 
Reaſon, and without End, from one Generation to 
another ; which is but a melancholy Thought to. 
any one Who remembers how. much ſtreſs both our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles have laid upon Peace and 
Unity. 
A 2 The 
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The Prayer which our Lord offer'd ey a little 
before bis Suffering, for all who ſhould believe tn 


him, as in theſe words ; That they all may 


be one, as thou Father art in me, and I in. 


thee, that they allo may be one in us ; and 
that for this Reaſoa, That the World may 
believe that thou haſt ſent me. And St. Paul, 
m a ſet Diſcourſe occaſion'd by Contentions in the 
Church of Corinth , concerning the Gifts with 
which fome were endued to a greater degree than 
otkers, prefers Charity (meaning that Charity 
whereby the Peace and Unity of the Church is 


maintain'd) much before the beſt of Gifts, the 


ftrongeſt Fatth, the moſt profuſe Like and 
even Martyrdom it ſelf. 

Our Bleſſed Saviour ,' as an Example to bis 
Followers, conſtantly | joyn 'd in- the Publick Exer- 
Ciſes of God's Worſhip, both in the Temple and in 
the Synagogue, notwithſtanding the many and groſs 
Corruptions which were at that time crept into the 
Jewiſh Church. 

tbe Apoſtles in like manner, an4 the other Chri- 

tans who dwelt at Jeruſalem, though as they 
were oblig d by the Chriſtian Inſtitution , they 


aſſembled apart from the Fews, for the performing 


that Worſhip which was peculiarly Chriſtian., yet 
| we 
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we never find that they deſerted either the Temple 
or the Synagogues, till the final defolation cf their 
Country. - And St. Paul himſelf, wha ſo. often 
and ſo vehemently, upon juſt occaſions, aſſerted 
and pleaded for the Liberty of Chriſtians, as being 
ſet free from. the Jewiſh Toke, yet. did. not - at all 
ſcruple the making uſe of thryſe Ceremonies, Which 
himſelf had declar'd to be abrogated, when ever it 
might ſerve to. the benefit of the Church. 

After which Conſaderations , "tis very ſtrange 
that any Chriſtian ſhould entertain ſuch ſlight ap- 
prebenſions of the Evil dnd Danger of dividing the 
Chriſtian - Church as abundance amongſt us have 
done. i INJ 

Pardon me, if 1 ſeem to preſs this matter with 
| Zeal upon You, who, under His Majeſty, have 
\ the Government of this great City commutted to 
You, and Whoſe Examples are like to have much 
oreater Influence than-the Examples of private Men.. 
Whatſoe ver others -do, it certainly becomes thoſe 
Who are in Publick Stations, to fulfil all 
Righteouſneſs ; and 1zthink 1 may be allow'd to 
ſay, without Offence, that a Magiſtrate ſhould 
be one Who-needs no Indulgence, but that Which 
ts by common conſent given to Humane Nature m 


general, 
That 
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That whatſoever is truly and juſtly propos'd in 


the following Diſcourſe may be of We to the Pub - * 
| lick, and that we may all in our reſpeftive Sta- 


tions, zealouſly and conſtantly, promote the Fle- 


' nour of Almighty God, the Good of bis Church, 


and the Welfare of the Kingdom, ts the hearty 


Prayer of, 


Right Honourable, 


Your moſt; Faithful, and 
Obedient Servant, 


Samuel Bradford. 
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EPHESIANS 4. 3. 


Endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of Peace. | 


E are aſſembled at this time not only to - 

* hear the Word of God read and prea- 

ched, and to. offer up our —_ Prayers 
ot 


and Praiſes tothe Divine Majeſty ; but alſo to Cele- 
brate 


- 
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brate the moſt- peculiar 'and Solemn Office of our 
Chriſtian Religion, Namely the Commemoration 
of our Saviours Death, according to his own Inſtitu- 
tion. © By doing of which-we openly profets-to-the 
World; Firſt, our Communion with the” Farher, 
and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, by that Spirit which pro- 
cecdeth from both ; and in the next Place our fellow- 
£ ſhip one with another. We declare hereby that we 
are Members of that part of the Chriſtian Ghurch 
which is ecablifh'd m\ this NatiGn, and fqoff of th: 
only, but of the truly Catholick-Church chroughtit 
ie World. © For the Sacrament of the Lords Supper 
was intended by our Lord, as a Badge and Symbol 
of ſuch our Communion. And upon this Occaſion 
I thought I could not chuſe a more proper Subject, 
than the words I. have now read to. you, wherein 
weare ſo expreſly exhorted to regard, and to pro- 
mote, as far as in us lyes, the Unity and Peace of 
the Churchiof Chriſt. . Endeavouring to keep &c. 

St. Paul had been, in his preceding- Diſcourſe , 
putting the Epheſians in mind of the Extraordinary 
Grace of*God towards them, 1n' taking them with- 
in the Pale of his Church ; that whereas they had 
Ch. 2.11, been Genes, without Chriſt, Aliens from the Common 
12-13 wealth of Ifrael, and ſtrangers from the Covenants of 

Promiſe ; Nay, having. no bope; ana without God in 
the World :; they were Now brought near to (:od by 
the Blood of Chriſt, being together with the believing 
Jews adopted into his Family. He exceedingly mag- 
nifies this their Privilege , 1a thoſe Remarkable 
v. 19,29, Words, Now therefore” ye are no more ſtrangers and 
2122 Porreigners ; but fellow itizens with the Saints, and 


of the Houſbold of (3od, and are built Ty the Foun- 


| 4 dation of th! Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him- 


felf 


| 
; 
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ſelf being the Chief corner-ſtone, ' in whom all the build- 
ing, fitly Framed together, groweth into an holy Temple 
| in the Lord, in whom you alſo are . builded together, 
for an Hubitation of Goa, through the Spirit. FJ 
To the ſame purpoſe he goes on, throughout thre 
Third Chapter, both to extol this Favour of God 
towards them, and to pray. that they might be 
thorowly Senſible of it ; after which he begins this 
Foarch Chap. with a Serious Exhortation to . them, 
._ that they would walk- worthy. of this their Voca- 
tion, particularly in the exerciſe of much Hunulit 
and Charity. 1 therefore the Priſoner of the Lord be- y,,,, ... 
| ſeech you, that ye walk worthy of the Votation wherewith | 
| Je are cald, with all lowlineſs and meekneſs, with long-- 
| Jaffering, forbearing one another in, love; and as it 
| follows in the words of my Text, Endeavouring to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bgpd of Peace. | 
From which Connexion of Words we may 
obſerve by the way, That :heVkeeping the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of Peace (W ter that means) 
is abſolutely Neceſſary to. our king 'worthy of our 
Chriſtian, Vocation, and. that in Ca this, we 
FE . ought to have our minds well ſeaſon*d with Humility 
| and Charity,” two moſt excellent Chriſtian Graces, 
| whereby we ſhall be beſt diſpos'd to the exerciſe of 
all other Vertues, . which our Holy Religion Re- 
uires, and for waht of which it comes to paſs, that 
the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity are ſo miſerably divided 
as they are at this day. But I proceed to the words 
themſelves; in treating of which I propoſe this 
Method. . 
To Explain the Duty which the Apoſtle hereurges \,, 
upon the Epheſians, fhewing what it is, 70 keep rhe 
| Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. T6 
B (2) 
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2. To conſider the Obligation which all Chriſtians 
are under, to the PraRtice of this Duty. | 

3. bay ſhew how we may belt attain to the PraQtice 
of it. | 


x. To Explain the Duty it Self, ſhewing what it is, 
to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 

By the Unzty of the Spirit T conceive the Apoſtle 

here means ſach an Vzzty, as properly belongs to a 

Body, which 's infpired in the whole, and every 

art of it, by one and the ſame Spirit, T know, that 

ome will have this phraſe to ſignifie no more, than 

an Union of the Spirits or minds of Chriſtians. This 

is indeed contain*d in it ; but tis by no means the 

full Senfe ofthe Expreffion. The Uno» which is be- 


tween Chriftians, is Principatly and in the firſt 


Place in their Minds or Spirits ; but I take the word 
Spirit hereto relate to the Divine Spirit, which, as 
the Apoſtle preſently after obſerves, animates the 
whole Body of Chr. and makes it indeed to be oxe. 
ver. 4- - For fo it follows, there is one - Body and one Spirit. 
And to the 'ſame purpoſe tis frequently expreft in 
other places. Thus in the preceding part of this 


Chap. 2. Epiſtle; [» whom, that is, in Jeſus Chriſt, you alſo 
22: arebailded together, for an Habitation of God, through 


the Spirit. And very Remarkably in the Former 
: co. Epiſtle to the Corinthians; 4s rhe Body is one, and 
1:. 12, hath many Members, and all the Members of that one 
13> Body, being many, are one Boay ; So alſo is Chriſt. For 
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body, whether 
we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or Free; 
«nd have bern. all made to drink into one Spirit; That 
is, The Church of Chrift may be fitly compar'd to 
the Body of a 'Man, which Sh many Members; 


but 
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but all of them united by oze Spirit, which is diffuſed 
through every part, and quickens the whole. Juſt ſo, 
ſays he, the Church conſiſts of abundance of particular 
Believers ; but theſe are all 'admitted by Bapti/m, 
to the Priviledge of being put under the Condu&t 
of the Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe Name they are bap- 
tized, together with that of the Farther, and of the 
Son, and whoſe aſhiſtance they may conſtantly de- 
pend upon, if they do not reſiſt and drive him awa 
from them. And they are farther conſtantly made 
to drink into the ſame Spirit; that is, by partaking 
of the other Sacrament, that of rhe Lords-Supper, 
Particularly of the wine there poured out, they may 
receive, and if they are ſincere Chriſtians, they do 
ſo, farther communications of the ſame Spzrze. 
Now this gives a clear account 'of the Exprefſion in 
the Text, the Unity of the Spirit, that is, ſuch an 
Unity, as becomes a Body thus animated by the 
ſame Spirit, viz. an Unity in Judgment, and an Unity 
in AﬀeQion ; -or in other words, an Unity in Trarb 
and in Charity, together with all that External and 
Viſible Unity which is Naturally conſequent upon 
the Former. For ſo. it follows, i» the bond of Peace, 
by which is meant « Peaceable C _— with each 
other, as in all other reſpeCts, ſo eſpecially in Spiri- 
tua/ Aﬀairs; the avoiding all Diſſenſion and Diviſion, 
with reſpect to External Communion ; the Living. and 
Converfing together, and eſpectally the Communicating 
with each other in all the Ordinances,and Inſtitutions 
' of Religion, as oxe Body, This peaceable demeanor is 
the Bond of Unity amongſt Chriſtians not only ſhew- 
ing them to be oxe, but preſerving them in that ftate. 
So that you may take my Explication of this Duty, 
in the Foxr Following Particulars. 

"4-6. To 
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» Cor. 7,an Faith. This is what St. Paul exhorts the Cor:iz- 
thiens to; Now I beſeech you Brethren, by the Name of 


KO. 


T. 


To- keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace 
implys, the maintaining as much as may be an 
Unity in Judgment, eſpecially as to the main and 
Principal rines of the Chriſtian Faith. - 

Tt implys. alſo the- preſerving and cheriſhing of 
Love and Afﬀedt#ion amongſt Chriſtians, 


It farther implys a quiet and Peaceable, Nay a 


kind and amicable demeanor towards each other, in 
our whole Converſation. 

It implys yet more particularly a preſerving en- 
tire, as faras1in us lyes, the External! Communion of 
the Chriſtian Church. 

To keep the Unity &c. implys the maintaining, as 
much as may be, an. Unity in Judgment, eſpecially 
as tothe main and Principal Doctrines of the Chriſt- 


our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, that ye all ſpeakthe ſame thing, 
and that there be no Diviſions among you, but that ye Þ 
perfettly joyw?d together in the [ame Mind, and in the 
jonny lament. | 

*Tis true ;. Chriſtians, as well as all. other Men, 


may be ſuppos'd, and fairly allow*d to differ in 


* fome matters which.are of no great conſequence ; but 


there are certain Truths deliver'd down to us in the 


Scriptures, from: our blefſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
which are to be faithfully adher*d to by all Chriſtians, 


even ſuch as wherein Chriſtianity it ſelf is concern'd, 
and which cannot be denyed without Subverting, 
or at leaſt ſhaking and endangering the Foundarion,; 
as there are likewiſe many: others, which are neceſla- 
xy to be underſtood and believ*d, if we will form any 
true Scheme of our Religion, or arrive at any com- 
petent Knowledge and Underſtanding in it. Why 
elfe ſhould. St. Pau requyyre Timothy to hold feſt 
| fi 
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the form of ſound words which he had heard of him ? 2. Tim. * 
And again, zo keep by the Holy Ghoſt, that good thing '*'* 
which was committed to him? Why did he order him 
to abide a Epheſus on purpoſe, as himſelf fayes,r. Tim. 
that he might charge ſome, that they ſbould teach noother "+ 3+ 
Dotrine? Why does he command Titus to ſpeak Ts 2-1" 
the things that become ſound Doitrine? And to, teach * 
thoſe under his charge to be ſound in the Faith? And 
why again does he in the ſame Epiſtle ſet it down, 
as a Qualification of thoſe Biſhops whom T't«s ſhould 
ordain, that they ſhould hold faſt the faithful word, 
4s they had been taught , that they might be able by ſound Tit. 1. g, 
Dottrine both to exhort, and to convince the gain-ſayers, "* 1'- * 
and to ſtop the Mouths of unruly and vain talkers and 
deceivers ? And laſtly, what elſe can St. Jude mean, J*4e, v: 
by his exhorting thoſe to whom. he writes, Earneſtly * 
to contend for the Faith which was once deliver'd unto 
the Saints? 

Now as all the Truths of Chriftianity, which 
are propos'd to our belief, are contain'd in the Holy 
Scriptures, which we Proteſtants aſlert to be the 
compleat Rale of our Faith, as well as our Manners ; 
So the main and Fundamental Articles of the Chriſti- 
an Faith, were at firſt contain'd in that, ſhort 
Formulary of Confeſſion which was made by Chriſtians 
at their Baptiſm. This form of ſound words, was, 
according to the Apoſtles Exprefſion, committed to or 
depoſed with thoſe , whom they orcain'd to Officiate. 


in the Church, to be by them delrwered unto the Saints, 


that is, to all Chriſtians, at their Baptiſm. And 
accordingly the profeſſion then made, 15 by the anti- 
ent Chriitian Writers commonly calPd, the Rule of 
Faith; the Summ of which was, that the. Perſon: 


baptized did acknowledge God the Father, as the 
| | Creator 
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Creator of all; together with his oz! begotten Son, 
as appearing in our Nature, and dying for our Re- 
demption, riſing again, and aſcending into Heaven, 
and fitting on the right hand of the Father, from 
whence he is expeCted to come again, and judge the 
World ; and alſo the Holy Ghof the SanQtifier, the 
Guide, and the Comforter of all True Chriſtians ; 
with the Reſurrefion of the dead, and the Life 
ofthe World to come. This was afterwards drawn 
up intothat Form, which we have in the Apo#tles 


"Creed, which, as occaſion was given, came to be 


farther explain'd in thoſe which we call, the MNicene, 


+. Or Conſtantinopolitan, and Athanaſian Forms. Fars. 


ther explain*d I ſay ; For theſe laſt mentioned Forms 
do contain no more in ſubſtance, than that which we 
call the Apoſtles Creed ; as that likewiſe contains the 
very ſame in Subſtance, with the antient Forms of 
Profeſſion made at Baptiſm.So that there are no New 
Articles contain'd in any of theſe Creeds ; but only an_ 
explication of the ancientBaptiſmal Profeſſion,according 
to the Tenor of the Holy Scriptures, and agreeable to 
the declar d Judgment of the Firft and beſt Chriſtian 
writers extant. So that it 1s in truth the want of a 
due acquaintance with the holy Scriptures, at leaſt the 
true ſence and meaning of them, . as underſtood by 


| thoſe, who were neareſt to the time of their being 


written, and beſt able to judge in the caſe, that 
makes ſome in our days, whilſt they profeſs themſelves 
Chriſtians, yet ſo openly and vehemently to inveigh 
againſt theſe Forms 1n which our Chriſtian Faith is 
expreſt. - Which1 the rather take notice of, becauſe 
there have appear*d of late divers writers, who have 


ina bold andinſolent, nay rude and Scurrilous man- 


ner, attackt thoſe Do&rines, which have ſo con- 


ſtantly 
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ſRantly from the beginning of Chriſtianity been 
own*d, as ſome of the firſt Principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion. Nay it 1s too apparent that under the 
pretence of oppoſing the Dottrine. of the blefſed Tri- 
xity, all Religion, eſpecially that which hath been 
revea''d, hath been Struck at. So. that we may in 
this Age repeat St. Jades complaint, that there are 
certain men crept in, ungodly Men, denying the only Jude, 
Lord God, and oar Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; upon which ac <4: 
count we ought to exhort one another,as he did thoſe 

to whom he wrote, earneſtly to contend for the Faith, ver. ;, 
which was once delivered unto the Saints ; and that, 

not only againſt Socinianiſm, and Arianiſm ; but even 

againſt groſs Scepriciſm, and downright Infidelzty. 

Now if we would keep the Unity of the Spirit, in this 

firſt ſenſe which Iam ſpeaking of, we ought ſtrictly 

to adhere to the Doctrine which we receiv*d, when 

we were baptized i» the Name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, and thereby dedicated 

to our great Creator, Redeemer , and Santtifier ; 

we ſhould ſeriouſly confider, and endeavour fully 

to underſtand, the Proteſſion of Faith we were then : 
baptized into, fettling our Judgments in all the great 
Articlesof our Religion, by the careful ſtudy of the 

Holy Scriptures, which were indited by men in- 

dued with a divine Spirit, and which are. therefore 

able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, We: ſhould by 

the daily uſe of theſe endeavour to improve our minds, 

not only in the abſolutely necefſary,, bur in all the 

other Dorines of Chriſtianity, ſuch as will help us 

to underſtand the true Scheme, and conſequently 

the great worth andexcellency of that Religion which 

we profeſs; ſti]l growing and increaſing in all. that 


uſeful Knowledge, which theſe .Books are able to. 
| furnizth 
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furniſh us with. To which purpoſe, as we ſhould 
read them with ſeriouſneſs and humility, ſo we 
ſhould make uſe of all thoſe Methods which are pro- 
per for the helping us to underſtand an antient Book, 
not leaning to-our own underſtandings to' ſuch a 
degree, as may hinder us from conſuiting with thoſe 
who are beſt qualified to aſſiſt us; adding withal our 
Earneſt prayers to Almighty God, for the aid of his 
Holy Spirit, to enlighten and to ſanttifie our Minds 
in the uſe of them; by which means we ſhall not 
fail to preſerve that UVnzty of the Spirit, withreſpect 
to our Judgments, which St. Paul may be underſtood 


' here to exhort us to. 


To keep the Vnity of the Spirit implys alſo the pre- 
ſerving and cheriſhing of Love and Aﬀettion a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, 

After an honeſt care uſed for the information of our 
Underſtandings, we may poſlibly differ, as I obſerv'd 
before, in matters of leſs weight and moment, as we 
And ſome did even in the Apolitles days. This may fall 
out from the difference there is between the Parts and 
Abilities of ſeveral Men. A' Serious Study and 
Practice of the Chriſtian Religion do indeed tend to 
enlarge. the Underſtandings and minds of men : bur 
yet ſt1]l there is lett that difference which Nature has 
made between the capacity of one Man and another. 
Beſides that ſome have much greater Advantages, 
and fairer Opportunitys for the improving of them- 
ſelvs,than others have. W hence it comes to paſs, that 
there are weak as well as frog Chriſtians; babes iz 
Chriſt, ſuch as have need of milk, aggwell as others 
that are well grown, andare ableto digeſt fronger 
meat, Even men of equal capacities and abilities, 
may through their difterent Advantages , — 
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their tempers, or their Converſations, have differing 
echenſions concerning ſeveral points of Chriſti- 
anity it ſelf. 


But yet in this caſe, we may all keep che Unity of 
the Spirit, with reſpe& to our AfﬀeiFion and Charity 


towards each other. Chriſtian Lowe is due to the 
Chriſtian Temper and Spirir, wherever they are 
to be found, The Image of God and our Redeem- 
er, wherever it appears, ought to engage the hear- 
ty approbation, and cordial Love of Every one, 
who pretends to bear the ſame Reſemblance. 

Mutual Charity is ſo neceſſary to the Members 
of the Chriſtian Body, that we know 'tis made b 
our Lord himſelf the diſtinguiſhing Charater of his 
Diſciples , this being the ſpecial and peculiar Pre- 


cept which he gave them, that they ſbould Love John, 13. 
one anuther, even as he had lowd them, * St. Jon 34, 35: 
e 


therefore calls it, che Meſſage which they had 
from the beginning, that they ſhould love one another. 


There is indeed nothing more univerſally recommend- 
ed to Chriſtians, and nothing more- vehemently 


urg'd upon them than this kind of Unity. Thus Rom. 12. 
St. Paul, Be of the ſame mind one towards another ; 5: 
and Apain, Put on, «s the eleit of God, that Is, as aka 
ſincere Chriſtians, Holy «nd Beloved, bowels of mey- 14- 


cies, kindneſs, Long Suffering, forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, even as Chriſt forgave 


\ Jon, ſo alſo do ye. And above all theſe things, por on 


Charity, which is the bond of Perfettneſs. , that is, 
which is the moſt perfet Bond or Tye, whereby 
Chriſtians are united to each other. And to name 
no more, juſt before the Text, as an IntroduQtion 
to this keeping the Unity of the Spirit, heexhorts the 


Epheſians to be long-ſuffering, forbearing one another ver. :. 
in 
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James, 3. 


i» love. . And according to all theſe excellent Pre- 
cepts, it was the mutual AﬀeCtion of the primitiye 
Chriſtians, by which they were diſtinguilhed, and 
for which they were enyied by their Enemies, when, 
they could look upon; them and ſay, Behold! how 
they love one another ! Nothing ought to. ſeparate 
one Chriſtian from another in this reſpe&, but what 
at the ſame time ſeparates him from Chriſt, For 
whilſt we are Memhers of the ſame Body, whilſt 
weare all united to the ſame Head, tis abſurdnot 
to retain a regard to-each other, ſuitable toſuch a 
Relation, _ | 

To keep the Vnity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace 
farther implies, a quiet and Peaceable, nay a kind 
and amicable demeanor towards each other ,--in, 
our whole quart Sema ET 


LI . 


*Fhis is neceſſarily conſequent upon the. former, 
ſuch a Behaviour being the [natural effet of inward: 
affeCtion and good will ; ſo. that T, need nas infift 
latgely on-this, after what I have faid.upon.-the fore- 


gbing.- particular. I Thall only take notige, ;thaf as: 


it includes a meek and Gentle treatment of each o-- 
ther, in all reſpes, ſo more. particularly. with re- 
ſpe&t to our Speech. 1 mean, that we never provoke 
or i ritate our | fellow Chriſtians. , by. any rude: 
or undecent Language, which is fo far from being 
allowable in. a Chriſtian, that 1t is altogether un- 
becoming a Max. ButT thought fir to mention it, 
both becauie this is too common a tault, rhe Tongue 
( as St, James exprelles it) being an wnrely evil ; 165) 
{omuch that if any, man offend. not in' word, he pros: 
nounces him 4 perfect man and able to bridle-the whole: 
body ; AS allo becauſe the wo vn of it are often+ 
times very deplorable, as the ſame Apoſtle obſerves; 

Behold ! 
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Chriſtianity, to the great diſhonour of their profefſion, 

upon every ſlight difference that happens amongſt 

them about their Opinions tn Religion, are e:ceed- 

ingly prone to this Evil, accornting it a Teſtimony 

of Zeal for God and his: cauſe, when 'they can ex- 

preſs themſelves in very bitter and reproachful terms; 

not conſidering what St. Fames 'adds in the concly. ver: 15, 

ſion of that Diſcourſe, that ris Wiſdom (namely 7: '** 

which is accompanyed with b;tter envying and Strife) 

deſcendeth not from above ; but is Earthly, ſenſual, 

deviliſh, whereas the wiſdom which is from above is 

firſt pare, then Peaceable, Gentle, a»d yk to be intreat- 

ed, fall of mercy and of good fruits; and the fruit of 

righteouſneſs is ſown in Peace of them that make Peace. 

For which Reaſon St. Paul thus beſpeaks the Ephe- 

fians, in the Chapter out of which my Text is taken 3 

Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamor, y. 41, 

«xd Evil Speaking be put away from you, with all Ma- 

lice, and be ye kind one 10 another, tender-hearted, for- 

giving one another, even as God for Chriſts ſake hath 

forgiven you. Indeed for a Peaceable behaviour in 

the genera}, the Yew Teſtament throughout abounds 

with plain and excellent Precepts. Thus ' St. Paul, r. Thel. 

to the Theſſalonians, Be at peace among your ſelves ; and gi 3» 149 

Again,” Be patient towards all mey. See that none ren- 

der Evil for Evil unto any man: but ever follow that 

which is good, both among your ſelves, and to allmen, 

In like mannerto 7:mothy, Follow Righteoiſneſs, Faith, __ * 

Charity, Peace, with them that call on the Lord out 7.. ” 
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Mark 9. 


of a pure heart ; and alittle after, The Servant of the 
Lord mufb not ſtrive: bat be gentle unto all men; Pa. 
tient, in meekneſs inſtraiting thoſe that oppoſe them- 
{elves ; which, tho? it be rs primarily to the 
Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, yet concerns all 
Chriſtians in general, as being Servazts allo of the 
ſame Lord. I ſhall conclude this particular, with 
our Saviours precept to his immedate followers, and 
in them to all that ſhould afterwards believe in him; 
Have ſalt in your ſelves, and have Peace one with ano- 


ther, That is, See that you be ſeaſon'd with that 


Spiritual Wiſdom, and that divine 'Femper of mind, 
which may render you acceptable both to God and 
men, and particularly, in order to the ſame end, 
maintain a conſtant Peace and agreement among 
your ſelves. _ 

Ts keep the Vnity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace 
implies yet more particularly, a preſerving entire, 
as far as in us lies, the External Communion of the 
Chriſtian Church. 

F am ſenſible, that conſidering the divided ſtate 
of the Church in the prefent Age,this is a very tender 
point-to diſcourſe of; but as I ſhall ſpeak, fo IT de- 
ſire to be heard, in the Spirit of meekneſs and Chari- 
ty, which, I am ſure, is the true Spirit of Chriſti- 


vn 6 
xternal Communion may be very properly call'd 


_ the bond of Peace, in as much as it ſhews to all the 


World, that Chriſtians own, themſelves oze Boay, 
and eſpecially as it tends to preſervethem in that 
State ;. this being one great end 'and deſign of our 
being appointed to meet together, to celebrate the 
publick worſhip of God , that when we glorifie God 
and our Redeemer with oze Heart and. ove Mouth, 
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our Charity towards our Chriſtian Brethren may at 
the ſame time be jr ng And that it is apt to 
have this effeQ, I dare appeal to the experienceof 
all that are ſcrious and conſtant in the publick wor- 
ſhip according to the Inſtitution of the Goſpel. And 
there can be no doubt, but that abundance of that 
uncharitableneſs, which is to be obſervd in Chri- 
ſtians towards each other, proceeds from their ha- 
ving firſt divided Communions, and refus'd to wor- 
ſhip God and their Saviour together. How many 
unchriſtian Contentions among our ſelves in this 
Nation, may be attributed Solely to this Cauſe, I 
leave all that hear me to judge. For after all that 
men may talk of the Datyx, and the Poſibility of 
Chriſtians, who are of different Communions, Lovy- 
ing - one another, ſuch is the Weakneſs of humane 
Nature, and the coldneſs of Chriſtian Charity, that, 
as experience convinces us, men are eaſily .carry*d: 
from difference in communion, not only to a-coolneſs 


in affeion, but as the conſequence of that, a diſtance, 
and a ſhyneſs in converſation.. Firit the differing 


parties admit unkind thoughts of each other,. then 
often proceed to hard words, to uncharitable cen- 
ſures, either of the opinions,,or which is worſe, of 
the Intentions of thoſe that differ from them, and 
it may be at laſt come in good earneft- to ſtrive for 


Maſtery, to ftruggle for ſuperiority and preeminency,. 


to contend for Power and+ Dominion; 


But beſides all the Benefirs , which: reſule from: 
keeping the Unity of the Spirit, &c. in the ſenſe I am- 


now ſpeaking of, anad'the Miſchiefs which evidently 
flow from breaking it, ( which' are more than Ican 


have time now to enumerate. }) that which 1 would 


propoſe to your impartial conſideration.is, that the 


Nature 
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ver. 44 
45. 


ver. 42. 


Ver. 47+ 


Natare and Frame of that Religion, which we all. 
profeſs, obliges us to be One in this reſpet. The 
Firſt Chriſtians aſſembled in ove place, offering up 
their Devotions daily #ogether , under the DircQion 
and conduQ of the Apoſtles, as'long as their number 
would permit them fo to do. ''Thus we read, in 
the beginning of the 47s of the Apo/tles,, Atthe day 
of Pentecoſt, rhey were all with one accord in oxe Place. 
And afterwards in the ſame Chap. Al that believ'd 
were together ;, and Again, They continuing aaily with 
onewecord in the'T emple,and breaking yh {+5 ouſe ta 
Houſe,dia eat their meat with 'gladneſs and, finglentfs of 
heart;that is; they worſhip God together in the Tem- 


ple, at the Hours of Prayer, and then withdrew - into 


ſome more Fer th OR_ = CENTRE The Lords 
Supper together (the peculiar Chriftianſeryice doing . 
all'with grear finplicity Tntepfity,jo ardChartry;and 
onte "there, '''Dhey '\boftinved Hf ly in the Apoſtles 
Do##erme and hs and in breaking of bread, and 
Prayers. Thus did; the firft Chriſtians , 'and, then 
*tisobRIVPAdthat tht Lork atded+o the Church daily ſuch 
as foould "bra, the Unatiitficy bf ' Chriſtians, to- 
cether with 'the Bleſſing 'of 'God which is ready to 
attend it, having a mighty tendency to the increaſing 
their Number. /' - | | 
"When''the Number" of Chriſtians was by this 
meatis "#erea&d,, "and 'the! Religion 'of our, Saviour 
was ſpread through-nany diſtant. Citys and Coun- 
trys, 'they were. then mdecd neceffirated to aſſemble 
in diſtin&places, to which, Pyrpoſe the Apoſtles or- 
dain'#'and fixd "Biſhops: and Viftors in-every place 
whete 'they Tormd a "© hurch ;'but ſtill they were 
one itt heart and Joul;' x fair'carrdfÞbadence was kept 
up between a1Fthefe particular "Churches, and when 


any 
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any Chriſtian trave'd from one city to angpher, he 
immediately joyn'd with, and was receiy? 


}, liJe ti 9. lt Ms Fe $ ( fi os '13 j 2 P " 
If any particular "Church impoſe "any ' «n/anful 
Terms of Communion \, then a good Chriſtian is 
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 withthe concurrence of its Authority alſo, in which 


a good Chriſtian may worſhip and ſerve his. Maker 
and Redeemer, without profeſſing or complying with 
any thing contrary to the precepts of Chriſtianity, 


I can ſee'no juſt reaſon for ſeparation in ſuch a - 


caſe. | 

Shall the meer pretenceof prefering ſome confeſſed!y 
#ndifferent modes or Circumſtances of worthip and 
diſcipline excuſe a Chriſtian from holding Com- 
munion with that Church, to which he otherwiſe 
of right belongs? But where then will be any end of 
Diviſion ? What bounds or limits can be fixt to it ? 
How is it poſſible there ſhould be any order, any 
Peace, in the Chriſtian Church , if every one 1s 
at Liberty to break the Unity of the Body meerly for 
this reaſon, becauſe he could better approve of ſome 
other Modes or Circumſtances, whilſt yet he allows 
thoſe which are in preſent uſe to be Lawfsl ? 

Whois it, in all other Bodys and Societies of Men, 
that orders ſuch matters, but the Governours of each 
ſociety ? And who ina Chriſtian Nation ſhould like- 
wiſe order them, but the Goyernours in :Church 
and State ? And when they are ſo order*d, what has 
agy private Member of the Chriſtian Body farther 
todo, but to conſider whether he can comply with 
a good Conſcience, or not. And iÞhe can, ſurely 
the Peace of the Church, the keeping the Unity of 
the Body of Chriſt , the promoting concord and 
Charity and Edification amongſt its Members, . are 
ſtrong obligations upon him to do it. 

If any thing ' plainly «»lawful be requir'd, then 
that reply of the Apoſtles to the Sznhedrim takes 
place; whether it be right in the fight of Goa, to hearken 
wnto you, more then wnto God, judge ye. But A no- 

thing 
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nothing #»/awful by Gods Word, nothing unlawful 
according to our own J«dgment and Confefion , be 
made a condition of Communion ; I dare appeal to 
your ſelves, in a like form of words, Whether it be 
right in the Sight of God, to break the Unity of the 
Church of Chriſt, Fuage ye. | 

I ſhould now,according to the Method I propos'd, 
go on to conſider the Obligation all Chriſtians are 
under, to praQtice the Duty of the Text, But that T 
may not exceed the limits of my Time, I ſhall con- 
fne my felft9 what our Apoſtle himſelf hath laid 
down to this purpoſe, in the Context, which is 
indeed fo full and emphatical, that a very ſhort 
Paraphraſe upon his Words may well ſuffice. 

The Word he uſes in the Text it ſelf is very ob- 
ſervable. Endeavouring we.. render it ; but it de- 


2. 


F 


notes (as is well known ) no ſlight and ordinary 7yns. 


Endeavour ; but a very diligent one, a fadious and 
Earneſt care to keep the Unity of the Spirit, which 
plainly ſhews the weight of the Duty, and the ſtri& 
Obligation, which lyes upon all Chriſtians to pra=- 
Qice it. And no leſs can be infer'd from what imme- 
diately goes before, and follows the words. 

In the Firff verſe of this Chapter (as I have al- 
ready obſerv'd) the Apoſtle intimates, that it is 
4 walking worthy of oar Chriſtian Yocation, that is, *tis 
a behaving our ſelves Suitably to the deſign and Na- 
ture of the profeſſion we make; *tis what- Chriſtianity 
_— of us ; and that it is ſo appears more particu- 
lar 


y by what immediately follows the Text, There ver. 4. 5, 


is one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling ; one Lord, one Faith, one Bap- 
tiſm; one God ani Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in jou all. What can be offer'd 
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more perſwaſive than this ? Let us take a ſhort 
View of cach particular, 

There is one Body, that is, (as I faid before) the 
Chriſtian Church throughout the world is but oze 
Society, Diſtributed into Several particular Churches, 
asits parts, of which particular Churches, if ſound in 
Dodrine and worſhip, and impoſing no unlawful 
Terms of Communion, gach fingle. Chriſtian is of 
right a Member, in the place in which Providence 
hath caſt his Lot; and conſequently is bound to 
maintain and promote the Unity and Peace of the 
particular Church of which he is a Member, in 
order to preſerving the Unity and peace of the 
whole Body. 

One Spirit ; every ſound part of the Chriſtian 
Church, and every genuine Member of it, is under 
the Influence and Condudtt of the Holy Spirit of God, 
to which if he yields himſelf traQtable, uſing all thoſe 
means which he hath appointed for the attaining 
his Affiſtance, he will not fail to have his Fudgment 
duly Settled,and his mind infpired with a fincere Love 
to all whoare under the Influence of the ſame Spirit ; 
the effet of which will certainly be a Peaceable 
Converſation, and efpecially a mas Sh” to-joyn with 
all his fellow Chriſtians in every part of the worſhip 
of God and his Redeemer. It fotlows, 

As ye are called iw one hope of your Callins, We 
all expect the ſame regard, even the ReſurreQion 
of our Bodys at the laſt day, and the everlaſting. 
Happineſs of the Life to.come 5 we all hope to meet 
in the iame Region of Bliſs, and to joyn and live to- 
gether for ever 1n.0ne Boay, in Heaven. How then: 
can we fall ouc in the way thither, or refuſe to walk 
together in the ſame path of Life? One Lord ; whoſe 
Authority 
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Authority we all equally own, whoſe Laws we 
profeſs to ſubmit to, and conſeque ntly have the 
ſame Rule to walk by, and the ſame obligationto 
make us obſerve it. As fellow- ſervants we cannot 
diſagree, without diſowning . the Authority of our 
Common Maſter. As fellow-Members we cannot 
be diſunited, without relinquiſhing ſo far our com-' 
mon Head. | 
One Faith, One Baptiſm, We all profeſs to adhere 
to that Faith, which was once delivered anto the Saints, 
agrecing, at leaſt in the fundamental and neceffary 
Articles of it ; this profeſſion we undertook at our 
Baptiſm, when we were all initiated into the ſocie- 
ty of Chriſtians in the ſame manner , being waſhed 
with water, i» the Name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, declaring our belief in, and our reſig- 
nation to theſe three Divine Perſons. And how then 
can we afterwards be excuſed, if we fall out and 
divide about inconſiderable and indifferent matters, 
which neither relate to the foundation of our Faich, 
; nor contradift the Defign of. our Bepri/ms ? And to 
' conclude, ® 
One God, and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and inyou all, We are children of the 
ſame Heavenly Fath.r, and Conſequently ought to 
| live in Brotherly Love and Charity, in perfe& con- 
cord and agreement, thinking and ſpeaking and Act- 
ing the very ſame things, as thoſe who are under the 
fame paternal Government and Authority, who are 
taken care of, provided for, and directed by the ſame 
Providence, and the ſame Grace. 
Theſeare the Arguments, by which the Apoſtle 
| inforceth the Duty of the Text, the ſumme ofall | 


whichis, that the whole Scheme and Frame of our 
D 2 Religion 


00 AO STIs. 


XUM 


4 Swans Preccbed 


oy 
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VEL 2. 


Religion, its Author, its Rule, its Model, its end, do 
all oblige us to the keeping of unity;ſo that we cannot 
any way contribute towards contention or diviſion 
in the Church of Chriſt, without going Direttly 
croſs to our Profeſſion, and walking altogether unworthy 
of our Heavenly Calling. 

All that farther remains, is in the Laft place to 
ſhew, how we may beſt attain to the Praftice of this 
Duty I have been from the Apoſtle urging upon 
you. As to this, I ſhall lay down but three plain and 


| ny 4 DireQtions, and fo conclude. 
n 


order to this End, we ſhculd get our minds 
thorowly poſſeſſed with the grace of Humility, This 
I mention firſt, becauſe *tis that which the Apoſtle 
himſelf adviſeth to, as a good diſpoſition towards 
Unity and Peace. I beſeech you ſayes he, that you would 
walk worthy of your Vocation, How? with all lowli- 
weſs and meekneſs, keeping the Unity of the Spirit &c. 
Contention of all forts, and particularly in mat- 
ters of Religion, generally tiows from pride , 
an over-weening Opinion of 2ur ſelves, and our own 
Judgments : whereas Humility diſpoſeth us to con- 
ſider impartially our ſelves, and to hear and receive 
whatſoever good reafon can: be offer*d by another, 


who differs from us ; and which is more, it diſpoſeth 


us heartily to ſeek, and to obtain the Direction 
and Afliftance of Almighty God, in all our inquiries 
after Truth, who raketh pleaſure in reſiſting the 
Proud ; but giveth grace to the Humble, 

We ſhall do well likewiſe to take into conſidera- 
tion, and Jay to heart ſeriouſly the many and great 
miſchiets.which contention and diviſion have brought 
vpon the Church of Chriſt. 

I need not mention the ill effets that have _ 

ceede 
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P—_— of that part of it, to which we belon 
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ceeded from this Cauſe in Foreign Churches of old, 
Experience has taught us enough with reſpe&t to our 
own, in which our differences, about matters of Reli- 
gion, and the Diviſions that have follow*d upon 
them, have produced very deplorable conſequences 
throughout this laſt Age. Not to mention the civil 
diſcord, which hath, at: leaſt, been exceedingl 

heighten'd hereby, I fear much of that Scepticifa 
and Infidelity as well as the Profaneneſs and looſeneſs 
of manners, that have brought a ſcandal upon our 
times, muſt be aſcribed» to this cauſe. .I am ſure 
that want of Diſcipline for the amending our manners, 
which all good men amongſt us complain of, muſt 
neceſſarily tollow, upon our being divided into fo 
many ſeveral Communions and Partys in Reli- 


g10N. 


when that which weall know hindered our Union, 
is taken our of the way, I mean, a deſign in thofe, 
who had the management of publick affairs amongſt 
us, firſt to divide us, and by that means to prepare 
us for a change of Religion. ; 

"Tis certainly the Duty, as well as the Intereſt, 
of all amongſt us who have any regard for the Pro- 
teſtant Religioz, being now ſo happily and Peaceably 
ſettled under another Influence,to forget our paſt con- 
tentions, whethgr with reſpeCt to the Aﬀairs of Church 
or State, and todo, what invs lyes, towards the be- 
coming entirely oze Body in both. 

We may do well, in the laſt place, to lay down. 
this as a certain and undoubted Principle, that the 
Peace and Edification of the Church of Chriſt, and 


y to be prefer'd before all thole- little 
things 


15 infnite 


*Tis time for us now to lay theſe things to heart, 
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things with reſpe& to which we uſually contend 
anddivide. 

The main conſideration which prevails with a 
great part of thoſe who divide from the Communion 

eftabliſhed amongſt us, 1s, as far as I can perceive, 
that although they allow our publick Service and 
Communion to be /awful, and occaſionally declare that 
they do ſo by their PraQtice, yet there is ſomething in 
the other way, which they /ike better, and which; 
they ſay, isto themſelves more. Edrfying. 

Now waving all ocher Anſwers to this, I ſhall only 
recite, and leave to your Serious Conſideration two 
plain Texts of Scripture, (rather chuſfing to 
{peak to you in Gods words, than in my own, that 
they may leave the deeper impreflion on your 
minds ; ) in both which we are taught to prefer the 
Peace of the Church, and the Edification of our 
Chriſtian Brethren, before our own SatisftaQtion, or 
the meer pleaſing and _oren.hen. ſelves, nay even 
before all other conſiderations whiatſoever, in matters, 
which are in theirown Nature indifferent. | 

One is that of St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, where having diſcours'd of ſome differences 
which were ariſen amongſt the Chriſtians of that 
Church, about the uſe of things indifferent, namely, 

Fom. 14- Eating ſome kinds of Mcats, and obſerving ſome 

7" fſortof days, he concludes, Firſt with this Excellent 
laying, the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink , 
but ——_ and Peace, and joy inthe Holy Gho# ; 
that 1s, Chriſtianity conſiſts. not in the Former ; but 
in the latter. The Former are indifferent, and may 
be uſed, or not 'aſed, as they conduce to the Peace of 
the Church, and the Edification of our Brethren -: 

rer. 13, but the latter are abſolutely neceſſary. For, as it 


tollows 
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fol lows, he that in theſe thin s ſerveth Chriſt, is accep= 
table to God, and approved of meu. And then he adds 


—_— — 


that Divine Exhortation, Let «s therefore follow after i 


the things which make for Peace, and fr ae wherewith 
one may Edifie another, Not the things which would 
moſt gratifie our ſeives ; But the things which make for 
Peace: Nay not the things which we may Imagine our 
ſelves might be moſt edifyed by ; But the things where- 
with one may Edifie another. 

The other Text is of the fame Apoſtle ( who had 
a truly large Soul, andevery where expreſſes a gener- 
ous Charity) in his Epiſtle to the Col/ofians, He 
had, in the Former Chapter taken notice of the Dif- 
ferences between the Judaizing Chriſtians, and os 
thers, _ which, after other Advice he concludes, 
Above all the 


ſe things pat on Charity, which is the bond ©) 3 


of Perfettneſs. And let the Peace of God rule in your © 


hearts, to the whichalſo ye are called iz one Body. Charity, 
t {cems, was in his Judgment, - to Bizd, and Tye 
them, as it were, perfectly together, in Spite of all 
their ſmaller differences ; and a Peaceable Temper of 
Spirit, to over-rule all their little controverſies, about 
indifferent things. The word we tranflate Rule is Re- 
markable, alluding to the Umpire in their Games, 
who was to determine all controverſies that ſhould 
ariſe, and particularly to whom the prize did belong ; 
asif he had ſaid, If there Happen any ditterences a- 
mong(t you concerning matters of Religion, not ze- 
ceſſary, but in their own Nature indifferent, nay if 
you it may be could your ſelves preter one way be- 
fore another, yet judging neither of them unlawtul, 
Let the Peice of God rule in your hearts, in all ſuch ca- 
{es; let that determine all ſuch controverſies ; let 


Judgment or arbitration be always given on the wy 
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of Peace, and Concord, and Unity ; for totheſe things ye 
are called in one Boaj. | 

After this I ſhall need toadd no more ; but _ 

. to remind you., that the Holy Sacrament whic 
we are now going to partake of, is the Symbo! and 
Badge, of this Unity T am pleading for ; *tis thar 
whereby we profeſs to the World, asI obferv'd at che 
firſt, our Communion with God and our Saviour, 
and with all good Chriſtians; ?tis that whereby, upon 
this Occaſion, we own our ſelves; Members of the 
Eſtablifþed Church, not as divided from the reſt of the 
Chriſtian Church ; but as one ſoana-part of that great 
Body; and *ciseonſequently chat which ftriftly obli- 
geth us to be heacetorward the obedient Servants of 
God, the faithful Diſciples of our Lord, Peaccable, 
Charitable, and Uſeful Members of his Body, Deſign- 
ing, and promoting, as far as in.us Iyes, the Welfare 
both of this Church;” and: of the Catholick Church 
of Chrift throughout the World. 

Now to that one God and Father of all, who hath 
calPd us ro be Members of his Sons Body; to that 
one, Lord who is the Head of this Body ; and to that one 

E- Ev : nal and Inviſible Spirit, who animates and Influences 

every genuine part and Member of it, be aſcribed all hon- 
our, Praiſe, and Glory, now and for ever, Amen. 
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